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ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE

Why young creatives are
drawn to Siem Reap

DOWN THE ISLE

From the Chiang Mai hills to the Andaman
seabed, say “l do” to Thailand



AS FAR AS DREAM
WEDDINGS GO, THAILAND
CASTS AN ENCHANTING
SPELL. NEWLYWED
ALEXANDRA KARPLUS
SCOPES OUT THE
KINGDOM'S DIVERSE
NUPTIAL OPTIONS

I HAVE ONLY ONE REGRET REGARDING
my recent beachfront wedding - it wasn't in
Thailand. Dont get me wrong, Miami was
wonderful and romantic, but the variety and
value-for-money a ceremony in Koh Samuj,
Krabi, Chiang Mai or Phuket can offer is
hard to beat,

A grand entrance made on elephant back,a
hot-air balloon getaway, or a nuptial blessing
from a Budidhist monk make up just some of
the easily arranged options available. Add to
the mix the natural beauty, impeccable service
and rich culture of this idiosyneratic country,
and there’s no need to wonder why Thailand
has become an attractive wedding destination.



Oonagh Perceval and Mark Browne were living in Melbourne
when they decided to get married. Perceval’s father had the Dublin :
church where his little girl was to be married picked out from

birth, but Browne's family and friends were scattered throughout q
Australia, Location was an issue that needed to be resolved. It was

either we have the wedding in Ireland and everyone in Australia
misses it, or vice versa;’ Browne says, “so we decided fo have it in-
between, so evervone had an equal opportunity to attend”

After suggestions from (riends, online research and a number

of consultations with a wedding planner, the couple decided on
koh Samui as their wedding destination. “It had always been a
fantasy of mine to go to a tropical island, I'd never done that before,
And this place [Melati] is just gorgeous.” Perceval adds.

€ /ii) EACH BLISS
Unlike some rather over-the-top resorts, Melati Beach Resort & Spa
in Koh Samui recognises that bare is beautiful. For the Perceval-
Browne ceremony, 2 wedding gazebo was set up on the resorts
private beach. Powdery white sand and crystal blue waters with
bright-coloured orchids scattered on the sand made for an already-
spectacular setting, but the additions of arange paper lanterns
hanging from palm trees, tropical cocktails and award-winning
Thai cuisine saw the couple live out their dream wedding.

Perceval said she was quick to realise she would not be able
1o have an Irish wedding."You can't take everything from a cold
country and plonk it on a beach, You'd have a bride in a full-lengh,
frou-frou dress, and the groom in his trousers, vest and jacket, both

sweating like mad.” But she wasn't looking for a super casual affair
B F

cither.“Ihe other extreme would have the bride in a boring sun

dress and the groom in a Hawaiian shirt. We didn't want either, Abeve, Thai-inspired
Fa wi 2 . : o e " tablie gifis
We wanted it simple and elegant, and that's what we got. Below B Aot
The couple said they especially fell in love with the giant Thai seaside 1 do's™
L the Perceval-Browne
paper lanterns called kfiom loy. These lanterns are traditionally wedding at Koh

Samui's Melati

lit and set off into the sky, like balloons, before a wish is granted
Brach Resort & Spa

to whoever lets one go. The ritual allows guests to be involved
and is aptly poignant."No one had seen anything like it before,”

Browne enthuses.
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weddings

/ CHOOSE YOUR STYLE

Samui's wedding options fit every taste and budget.
REIJIT.S. agencies and luxury villas offer everything
from a srmple ceremony to a full-blown extravaganza

RESORTWEDDINGS For as little as LSS2,0400, Samui’s
- resofts will fake care of the details. Most packages
inclisde a free night in the hotel, a Thaior Western
sceremany on the beach, biougiiets and corsages, 3
‘private dinner, wedding cahe:and champagne, Some
 resons throw i spatrealments and spedial touches
like planfing a “Love Tree” in the garden.

' AGENCYWEDDINGS More expensive but more
cnmprehensu.e Allof the ahove butwith 2 nemnal
wec[d ing plannes for praafr’wal arrangemenl-s,

Yeam of staffon theday, dmner parties, a chmcr:

- gfVenues/ceremonies; pluarw.photographyznd

“Hireworks. These can cost arything from LUS$3,000 to

- US520,000 depending ot the vent’s size and scope:

VILLAWEBDINGS £ the top endlof the scale, gefting
married-in a luxueyilla can still becheaper thana-
standard wedding at home. For U5520,000 and up,
Vil caf enjory exclisive senvices and absolite privacy,
stayinein a palatial beach or illside retreat. Packages
iieltide everything from desizn constiltancy to hale
“and make—gp. = Jules Kay

g s :
27 CHOOSE A WEDDING PLANNER
No need to reinvent the wheel. Let these professionals
help ;rau I‘E&‘lisé‘;uumsmn

PEE:

TAKE USTO THAILAND After Natalie Doherty's

Thai wedding — in which Anna Robinson was the
ridesmaid = the friends-turned-wedding- planners
werne sold o tHe idea of recreating similar magical
expai'ianmsfﬁr futiire couples.

i takeustathailand.com

ﬁ FARAWAY WEDDINGS A group of 15 planners can

£ arganise the perfect gala at avilla located ona
quiet beach'in Ko Samuyi(abouit 35 minutes from
Chaweng): Tropical gardens, views of the sea and
:mpeccahlesemoe allicreate & stun i ng Ve,
www wm‘dmgsm;harf&nd cant

ﬁ CREATIVE EVENTS ASIA Peifect for couples [ooking:
for something away fiom the mainstream, A fve. star

- tesort on a beach surrounded by other tap-end resorts.
is ot the oily way to go. wiwcrealiveeyentsasia.com

ﬁ SIGNATURE VILLAWEDDINGS The high-end choice
" for sophisticates with money i spend. Getmaried:
in2 luxury private villa hesute an mﬁn]ur pool
: werlmkmgth&(iulf of Thailand— bespoke bliss.
W fﬁﬁig_ﬂ am;_ewddmgs com
~ Jules Kay & Alexandra Karplus
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5 PRE-NUP IN BANGKOK

For extra savings, go to the capital for the dress, the
bling and the party

é TAILORING Sukhumvit Road is the place to head
for threads, The capital's famous shopping street is
jammed with tailors offering unbelievable deais on
everything from silkcshiris to Kashmir coats. Shop
around because prices depend on your bargaining
skills. Be-aware that the special deals on offer
outside e shop won't necessari.l',l apphywithing they
arejustteasers to get you interested, But the deals
are still reat, and if you choose wiselyyou camdeck
the whole wedding party olit fora snip.

é RINGS A5 you dppioach the river and |ntersec[mn
‘with Charoen Krung 'Raad wholesale jewellery
ships abound. Most are family businesses with
their own Factories that :mport stones from all over.
the warld, Once again, shop araund, and if pﬂsslhle
take _someene who kiiews 4 diamond from a clbies
sirconia. With:a good eve and a strong heart Yol aie
sure:to find the ultimatesymibol of your love,
é HENS AND BUCKS NIGHTS  The city of angels also
" boasts some of the-coolest nightspots in Asia, Fora
classic Biicks night, British and irish pubs, 'inc‘ludiug
Gulliver's and The Dumec-rcln SUkRumvit Roat -
pmwdea good starting pmni Hens on the other
hand may preferone of the trendy cocktaik bars ar
shy lounges atop hotels such as the:Millennium
Hilton or State Tower — these options are pricey hut
spettacular. When it's tfime to hit the dance floor,
Bed Supperclib, 0 Barand the recently opensd
Twisted Republic offertop turies from intemnatinnal
D5, mixologist bartenders and high-tech light shows.
“For first-timers, sleazy Patpong shows may b high
~on the'list of adventures, hut they're averrated and
expansive. - fufes Kay

% Getan elephant Nothing heats entering vour heach

=
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- DON'T PANIC

Yourwedding day should be fun and exciting, not
stressfuland tiring, Here are Take Us to Thalland
wedding planners Anna Robinsen and Natalie Doherty's
do’s and don'ts on how to keep the preparation process
as smoath as possible:

DG.

% Spail yourselves 4 wedding should Be a time

forcelebration and for couples to.actually spoil
themselves with an experience that is completely
uniqueand personalised. '

Gelyourguestsmvolued Tarn yaurmddmgmzoa
hofiday for yourself and YOUF gUests; encourage them
to take some fime out 1o enjoy the incradible culrure
and cuisine Thailand has o offer.

Embrace local, seasonal produce We love using local

- Thal predice; there is no better way to captiire the
“Iocal essence than by using Thai food and flowers,

reception and married life than on the back of the
Thai's national symbal for gl:.nd fuickl

DON'T:

Try to be & supercouple Ask\y\our friends and family
members for help, and seriously consider employing
the services of 3 professional wedding planner.

Settle for something you don’t want Don't let the
‘pressire of frying to ofganiée a perect wedding get
inthe way of makine it exacty what you want.

@ Forget to enjoy the day Make sure you leave plenty
“aftie to-gel readyon the day, and also take & few
moments with your partner during the wedding ta stop,
breath and absorlyour perfect wedding experience,

PRCTURE: TAKE US TO THAILAND






